Ferdinand Lassalle
I have shown you that the corruption of the Press
was the inevitable outcome of the fact that, under pre-
tence of righting for intellectual interests, it became an
industrial money speculation through the advertisement
system. It is therefore simply a question of separating
these two things which, indeed, have nothing to do
with each other. In as far as the Press represents intel-
lectual interests, it is comparable to the elementary school
teacher or the preacher; in as far as it publishes announce-
ments, it is the public crier, the public trumpeter, which
with a hundred thousand voices informs the public where
a watch-chain was lost, where the best tobacco, where
Thompson's malt extract is to be had. What has the
preacher to do with the public trumpeter, and is it not
monstrous to combine these two things ?
Hold fast, with an ardent soul, to the watchword that
I hurl at you: Hate and contempt, death
and downfall to the Press of *today! That
is a bold watchword, given by one man against the thou-
sand-armed institute of newspapers, with which even
kings have already fought in vain. But as truly as
you listen passionately and eagerly to my words, and
as truly as my soul trembles in the purest inspiration as
it pours into yours/just as truly does the certainty flash
through me : The m o in e n t w i 11 come when
"we shall hurl the lighting which shall
bury this Press in eternal night!!!